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“I'll never forget your kindness and your willingness and I'll be pleased to hear that more refugees 

will be saved like me. I will always think of how you removed me from that miserable life.” 

                                                                                     Jean Pierre Habanabakize, an Educate! Student 

-Jean Pierre Habanabakize 

 

Providing refugees in Africa with a quality life in the present and an education 

for a bright life in the future. 



 I founded Educate! after returning from two refugee camps in Uganda in 2002.  It was 

clear to me that the most effective way to help the friends I met in the camps was to provide 

them with an education.  Now, with 14 sponsored students, Educate! has developed into a com-

pletely student run operation.  

 Educate! is an excellent way to produce a large amount of help with a small amount of 

resources.  Educate! students are either orphans or come from impoverished families where 

shelter, safety, potable water, three meals a day, and healthcare are but a dream.  At the schools 

that our students attend they are provided with all of these necessities in addition to a quality 

education.  

 Our goal is for our students to complete their education, become self-sufficient, and 

make a valuable contribution to their society.  After graduating, Educate! will still be there for 

our students.  We recently implemented a program in which graduating students can apply for a 

seed grant from Educate! to start their own business or practice and put the skills they have 

learned to use.  

 Our students have dreams of becoming doctors so they can help cure the diseases that 

killed their parents, statesman so they can find solutions to the violence plaguing their home-

land, or engineers so they can help rebuild their country that was torn apart by genocide.  Edu-

cate! hopes to be there at every step of their journey. 

          Sincerely, 

        

            Eric Glustrom 

 President 

  

  

 Educate! has gone through significant growth and development this past year, and we 

have high hopes for this to continue.  We have just launched a new version of our website, 

www.educateafrica.org, which we think will provide us with a great marketing tool as well as a 

way to inform our donors of our progress.  We also hope that by being able to send potential 

donors to the site, our donor base will grow in size, and that current Educate! supporters will 

spread word of our mission and cause by referring potential supporters to the site. 

 We have experienced strong growth in participation and success of our student organi-

zations, particularly at Amherst College.  Amherst College students have not only successfully 

fundraised but have gotten very involved in communicating with Educate! students.  Six Am-

herst students have just begun taking over the responsibility of interacting with and handling the 

budget requests of Educate! students.  With this program, we hope to considerably increase 

Educate!’s capacity for students, while still providing each student with individual attention. 

  Sincerely, 

 

            

           Boris Bulayev 

                                 Vice-President 
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Benson Olivier (with the ball on his school’s soccer team) is a Conglolese Refu-
gee.  His family was murdered by rebels as they tried to flee to Uganda.  Benson 
was forced to survive alone at the age of 14 in Kyangwali Refugee Settlement fac-
ing starvation, disease, and violence.  At the age of 18 Benson introduced himself 
to Eric Glustrom, who was filming a documentary about refugees in Benson’s 
camp.  The two developed a valuable friendship and Benson became the reason 
Eric started Educate!.  Eric wanted to be able to help his friend 
and countless others receive an education so that they would 
be saved from the horrible conditions in the camps.  

Uwera Trifine is one of two Educate! students in Rwanda.  
She is an excellent student academically placing 8th in 
her class and excels at athletics as well.  Her favorite 
sports are volleyball and basketball. 

Marcel Bahati is being sponsored by the Educate! stu-
dent organization at Boulder High School in Boulder, 
Colorado.  In his homeland of Congo, he was exposed 
to violence, suffering, and the ruthless violation of hu-
man rights.  Upon completing his education, his dream 
is to become a statesman and fight for peace in his 
homeland. 

Edward Guma (second from right) is a refu-
gee from Sudan.  He received an Educate! 

scholarship in 2004 to attend Kampala Secondary 
School in Uganda.  Edward is the star midfielder on 
his school’s soccer team, has an excellent sense of 
humor, and prides himself on being an “artiste.”  
Edward was awarded a scholarship thanks to Doug 
and Lori Holdread of Trinidad, Colorado. 

Daniel “Lucky” Muhwezi excels academically at 
his secondary school in Hoima, Uganda.  In addi-
tion to his school work, Daniel started an environ-
mental awareness club at his school called Tree 
Talk.  With Daniel’s leadership, Tree Talk planted 
over 50 trees around his campus. 

EDUCATE! STUDENTS 

Educate! has 14 students in Uganda and Rwanda. For more in depth infor-
mation on all the students please see our website: www.EducateAfrica.org. 



Childhood: Jean Pierre was 10 years old when his family was killed while fleeing the Rwandan 

genocide of 1994.  For the next nine years, Jean Pierre learned to survive on his own, growing 

his own food, fending off disease, and fleeing from violence.  Through all this, Jean Pierre’s 

generosity and kind heart persevered.  He met Eric in Kyangwali Refugee Settlement and pre-

sented him with a beautiful mural he had made from the bark of a banana tree.  In Uganda, Eric 

did not have the chance to repay Jean Pierre for his fine gift, but he came back from Uganda 

hoping that one day he could return the favor.  

 

Education: When Eric founded Educate!, Jean-Pierre became one of the first students.  Jean 

Pierre expressed his desire to repatriate to Rwanda to receive his education.  In his words, “To 

return to my homeland was something unbelievable in my mind.  I was thinking that after retur-

ning to Rwanda I would try to join hands with other Rwandans to rebuild our country.  I wanted 

to contribute my skills to help our country have a brighter future.”  Jean-Pierre specialized to 

become a civil engineer in secondary school where he excelled in his classes.  

 During a vacation from school, he traveled to the region of Rwanda where he was born.  

He found an old neighbor who informed Jean Pierre that his long lost step mother was still alive 

and living across the street.  One day, Jean Pierre showed up on her doorstep.  They had both 

assumed that the other had died in the genocide of 1994.  Once Jean Pierre thought his entire 

family was lost, now he says, “My step-mother and my step-sisters are my new family.”  Jean 

Pierre graduated from secondary school in 2004. 

 

The Beginning of a Successful Career: After graduating, Jean Pierre has taken his career into 

his own hands.  First to become self-sufficient, he started a café gaining valuable entrepreneu-

rial experience and learning the challenges of starting a new business.  He also created the op-

portunity for himself to volunteer for Engineers Without Borders (EWB).  He helped an EWB 

delegation from the University of Colorado build a water system (seen to the right) that pro-

vided the 700 school girls and staff of Muramba College in 

Rwanda with drinking 

water.  The EWB dele-

gation said Jean-Pierre 

provided, “invaluable 

assistance in construc-

tion, translation and 

negotiation.”  Starting 

in July he will be help-

ing an EWB delegation 

from the University of 

Wisconsin with another 

project and is now 

EWB’s correspondent in Rwanda.  One day he dreams of 

coming to the United States for university so he can build bridges “like those in California and 

Washington DC.”   

 Jean Pierre’s work with EWB and love for Rwanda is a perfect example of Educate!’s 

goal to provide young men and women in Africa with the skills they need to one day grow up 

and fight the larger problems of disease, violence, and poverty that exist in their home coun-

tries. 

Jean Pierre with two EWB volunteers. 

The schoolgirls of Murumba College, 

seen in front of their new water fil-

tration system Jean Pierre helped to 

install. 
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                                                    Featured Student: JEAN PIERRE HABANABAKIZE 
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Educate! is run by the high school and college members of  Educate! student or-
ganizations.  In addition to raising funds for Educate!, members of  student or-
ganizations are given the responsibility of  taking care of  an Educate! student, 
which includes communicating with them, developing a valuable relationship with 
them, and providing Educate! funds for their tuition, school supplies, healthcare, 
and other necessities.  The relationship developed between students here and Edu-
cate! students in Africa is invaluable to the Educate! students, most of  whom are 
orphans and are deeply gratified to again have someone they can trust, love, and 
count on as a brother or sister.  
 
 
Amherst College, Amherst, Massachusetts: Started in October of  2004, the Am-
herst College Educate! student organization is a group of  15-20 devoted students.  
This year, Amherst Educate! held fundraisers like a Battle of  the Bands in which 
bands from five colleges competed head-to-head for Educate!’s cause and The 
First Annual Educate! Benefit Dodgeball Tournament with nearly 170 participants.  
Amherst Educate! also sponsored guest speakers including Tony Marx, the Presi-
dent of  Amherst who addressed the importance of  education in developing coun-
tries, Alphonse Maindo, the former mayor of  one of  the largest cities in the 
Congo, and Javier Corrales, Professor of  Political Science at Amherst and Ful-
bright Scholar.  

 
 

Boulder High School, Boulder, Colorado: Under the excellent leadership of  Julie 
Bodenchuk, the Educate! student organization of  Boulder HS has held very suc-
cessful bake sales and a class donation drive.  With the funds they have raised, 
Boulder HS Educate! completely sponsors the education of  Marcel Bahati. 
 
 
Fairview High School, Boulder, Colorado: Founded and led by Vivian Lu and 
Lulu Feingold, Educate! at FHS has held fundraisers in addition to numerous 
guest speakers and video screenings to raise awareness among their peers of  the 
conditions in Uganda.  This summer, Vivian Lu will be going to Kenya to start a 
branch of  Educate!.  Also this summer, Amy LeMessurier, sponsored by local 
businesses, will be leading members of  Fairview’s Educate! student organization 
up Colorado’s 14ers (mountains above 14,000 feet in elevation) to raise money for 
Educate!. 
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

             EDUCATE! STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS  



Total Expenditures: $8,922.95 

 Student Costs: $8,183 (92%) 

 Students’ academic costs (tuition and supplies):  $6,771 (83%) 

 Other student expenses such as healthcare and transportation: $1,412 (17%) 

 Operational costs such as copies and mailings: $739.95 (8%) 

Average Total Cost Per Student Per Year: $629 

Cost Per Student 

Note: Janerose Rugadya is the most recently accepted Educate! student and has not yet started school. Therefore, 

she has no expenses and is not included in the data above. She will be starting as an Educate! student at Ishaka 

Nursing School in Bushenyi Uganda in September 2005. 

Student 

Academic Expenses                                 

June 04 to June 05 

Other Expenses                               

June 04 to June 05 Total 

Benson Olivier 768 348 1,116 

Christopher Rugadya 473 0 473 

Daniel Muhwezi 623 105 728 

Edward Guma 916 330 1,246 

Gaspari Innocent 554 0 554 

Isaac Rukundo 252 50 302 

Jean Pierre Habanabakize 357 379 736 

Longin Jackson 347 0 347 

Marcel Bahati Kanyamanza 614 0 614 

Niyonsenga Antoinette 530 0 530 

Ruth Tumushabe 390 0 390 

Sadick Sebufara 645 200 845 

Uwera Trifine 302 0 302 

Average $521 $109 $629 

Total $6,771 $1,412 $8,183 

*All amounts in US dollars, unaudited 
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                 EXPENSE SHEET 2004-2005 



Revenue: $10,942.67 

 Individual Donors: $2,942.24 

 Peak to Peak Summer*: $2,059 

 Foundation Support: $900 
  Brian E. Boyle Charitable Foundation: 900 
 Educate! Student Organizations: $5,041.43 

  Amherst College: $3,197.42 
   Student Donations: 1,155 
   Bake Sale: 200 
   Educate! Benefit Concert: 400 
   Battle of the Bands: 222.42 
   Letter Writing Drive: 1,220 

Note: The Educate! student organization at Amherst College held the First Annual 
Benefit Dodgeball Tournament on April 10, 2005.  The tournament was a huge suc-
cess with nearly 170 students and 30 teams participating.  The revenue from the 
dodgeball tournament was $2,260.  However, the money has not yet been received 
from Amherst College and is thus not recorded above. 

  Boulder High School: $1,643.61 
   Bake Sale: 954.01 
   Classroom Collections: 90 
   Bake Sale: 599.60 

  Fairview High School: $200 
   Lolly Pop Sale: 200 
 

Cash: $1,547.27 
 

 

 

Note: Educate! is planning to put $3,500 in bonds, enough to support all our students for one semester 
in case revenues drop unexpectedly.  The amount put aside will increase as more students are accepted 
so that at any point all Educate! students will be covered for one semester.  

 

 

* In The Peak to Peak Summer of 2004, Eric Glustrom climbed 14ers (mountains in Colorado above 
14,000 feet in elevation) to raise funds for Educate!. 

    

 

 

 

 

        BALANCE SHEET 2004-2005 

           Educate! Annual Report     7 



DONATION INFORMATION 

 

As a donor, you have the option of making a general donation to Educate! or donating to a 

specific student.  If you choose to make a donation to a specific student, you will receive 

thank you letters from the actual student your donation is helping and have the opportunity 

to communicate with the student and develop a valuable relationship with him or her.  Here 

is the average cost breakdown to sponsor a student: 

 

Tuition (semester/year): $75/150                                

Total cost per student including tuition, school supplies, medical expenses, and transporta-

tion (semester/year): $315/630 

 

All donations are tax deductible 

Educate! 

4492 BURR PLACE 

BOULDER, CO 

80303-1115 

EDUCATE@EDUCATEAFRICA.ORG 

© 2005 by Educate!     All Rights Reserved    Copies Donated by Kinko’s 

Pictures taken by Eric Glustrom of refugees in Kyangwali Refugee Settlement, Uganda, where most of Educate!’s students are from. 
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